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Problem
Not all humanities researchers are comfortable with command line text manipulation & analysis, 
even when scripts have been prepared for them. 
Jupyter Notebook for text cleaning
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Solution
Make a text analysis tool with a good GUI available in the capsule. Enter Voyant.
As the Wikipedia page 
about digital humanities 
has evolved, Voyant has 




It has always been possible to download the source code for Voyant and load it into an HTRC 
data capsule, compile it, and then run the tool. However, there are some java settings to be 
tweaked, and the user needed to have set up a capsule with enough memory to run the 
application. To truly lower the barrier to entry, we asked the HTRC to load Voyant into every data 





Salo University, an Open Humanities project at Indiana University 
brings together nine scholars to read and post their thoughts on six 
of Vonnegut’s novels In keeping with Vonnegut’s far-reaching 
scientific imagination, his texts are prime fodder for computational 
analysis. 







While this novel focuses on both technology 
and religion, Bokononism dominates 
Vonnegut’s syntax in a way that technology 
does not. It winds its way through the novel, 
present even when the science of ice-nine is 
being discussed. Mud may be seen as a 
bridge between the two as it relates the 
messiness of war to the messiness of creation. 
Thus, four of the peaks related to mud 
coincide with ice-nine, revealing that the 
unstructured nature of dirt + water is always 







• The six novels read by the group will be topic modeled individually and together (another tool 
available on Voyant) and presented to the scholars for feedback
• The entire corpus of Vonnegut will be topic modeled and analyzed by one partner from the 
group of Vonnegut experts
• The corpus of Ray Bradbury, another Indiana-born science fiction author, will be topic 
modeled and compared to Vonnegut
• The results of these analyses will be presented at a Granfalloon: A Kurt Vonnegut Gathering in 
May as a demonstration to experts of the possibilities of non-consumptive computing on in-
copyright texts with low barrier to entry
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Thanks!
If you have questions about this work, please feel free to contact cyberdh@iu.edu
Canvas Site for Workshop Series: http://go.iu.edu/1SKs
